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The PM 2.5 level recorded at 
Villupuram on Thursday. Nitrogen 
dioxide level was at 23 µg/m3 against 
the prescribed standard of 80 µg/m3
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IPS officer, mother booked 
in dowry harassment case
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Puducherry

THE All Women Police Station 
in Puducherry registered a 
dowry harassment case on 
Tuesday against an IPS of-
ficer  and his mother fol-
lowing a complaint by 
his wife, who alleged 
that the duo demanded 
a house worth ̀ 50 lakh 
as dowry and subjected 
her to harassment.

Subash (39), a native of  
Keezharunai, in Tiruvannama-
lai district, was promoted to In-
dian Police Service (IPS-AG-
MUT) a few months ago and is 

currently posted in Delhi. 
He married Arunya (36), a 

postgraduate in Computer 
Technology  from Nerinjipet-
tai, in 2024,  when he was serv-
ing as a Deputy Commandant 

in the Indian Reserve Battal-
ion (IRBN) of  the Pu-

ducherry Police. 
In her complaint dat-

ed July 11, 2026, Arun-
ya alleged that her fam-
ily had promised to give 

15 sovereigns of  gold jew-
ellery at the time of  mar-

riage but could provide only six 
sovereigns, assuring that the 
remaining jewellery would be 
given later. 

Arunya further alleged that 
Subash and his mother, Sulo-
chana, subsequently demanded 
a house worth `50 lakh as dow-
ry, harassed her and sent her 
back to her parent’s home. 

Following an inquiry, the 
complaint was referred to the 
Dowry Prohibition Officer for 
further investigation. 

After receiving the officer’s 
inquiry report and obtaining 
authorisation from senior offic-
ers, the case was registered un-
der Section 85 and Section 3(5) 
of  the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhi-
ta (BNS) and Section 4 of  the 
Dowry Prohibition Act, 1961 on 
October 13.

TN bus crew face action over 
messages on display board
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Villupuram

DISCIPLINARY action has 
been initiated against drivers 
and conductors of  a state-
owned bus after political mes-
sages appeared on its rear dig-
ital route display board, said S 
Sridharan, Managing Director 
of  the Tamil Nadu State Trans-
port Corporation in Villu-
puram zone. The inci-
dent came to light 
following a complaint 
on Monday.

Acting on the com-
plaint, officials inspect-
ed the bus (TN32N5013), 
operating on Tiruchy-Neyveli 
route, along with an electrical 
staff  member. However, no un-
authorised messages were on 
display during the inspection. 
Officials also confirmed that 
the Wi-Fi on the bus was 
deactivated. 

A technical inspection by 
LED Geo, the display-board 
manufacturer, found that the 

motherboard inside the display 
board unit had not been prop-
erly secured. Officials said the 
messages could be uploaded 
only through software or a USB 
drive.

During the inquiry, the driv-
ers and conductors denied up-
loading the messages. While 
officials said a passenger could 
have uploaded them, they did 

not rule out negligence on 
the part of  the bus 
crew.

Following the in-
quiry, disciplinary ac-
tion was initiated 

against drivers A P 
Chithirai Selvan and P 

Parandhaman, and conductors 
Senthamarai  Kannan,  R 
Venkatesan and E Manikan-
dan, who were on duty between 
October 9 and 13, officials said. 

Sridharan said a warning 
circular had been issued across 
the Villupuram division and 
strict monitoring was under 
way to  prevent  similar 
incidents.

Pondy MP gives 
`1.30 cr from 
MPLADS to buy 
10 ambulances
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  
@ Puducherry

LOK Sabha MP V Vaithilingam 
has allocated `1.30 crore from 
his MPLADS fund for procur-
ing 10 ambulances for the Pu-
ducherry Health Department 
to address the shortage of  
emergency transport facilities 
at Primary Health Centres 
(PHCs). During the DISHA 
meeting chaired by Vaithilin-
gam last month, health officials 
from Puducherry and Karaikal 
districts highlighted the short-
age of  ambulances for trans-
porting patients from PHCs. 
Several MLAs who attended 
the meeting also stressed the 
need for additional vehicles.

An official order sanctioning 
the allocation has been for-
warded to the Director of  
Health Services through the 
District Rural Development 
Agency (DRDA). 

Dam safety panel checks repair work at Veeranam lake
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Cuddalore

A Comprehensive Dam Safety 
Review Panel from New Delhi 
inspected the ongoing renova-
tion works at Veeranam Lake 
in Cuddalore district on 
Wednesday.

Veeranam Lake, located in 
Kattumannarkoil, is one of  the 
largest lakes in Cuddalore dis-
trict. Water reaches the lake 
from the Lower Anicut in 
Thanjavur district through the 
Vadavaru. The lake has a stor-
age capacity of  1,465 mcft and 
provides irrigation facilities to 

around 44 ,856  acres  o f  
farmland.

Renovation works have been 
under way to improve the lake’s 

safety since 2025. The works, es-
timated at `63.50 crore, include 
constructing additional regula-
tors in the Velliyankal Odai to 

discharge surplus water dur-
ing the rainy season, building a 
retaining wall along the water-
course, repairing shutters in 
various canals and strengthen-
ing the lake’s bunds.

Veeranam Lake water level
As of  Thursday, Veeranam 
Lake held 526 mcft of  water 
against its total capacity of  
1,465 mcft. 

The inflow through the Vada-
varu was 240 cusecs, of  which 
30 cusecs was being supplied to 
Chennai for drinking water 
and 140 cusecs was released for 
irrigation.

Abducted K’kurichi boy 
rescued from Salem in hrs
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Kallakurichi 

A 26-year-old man from Cud-
dalore was arrested for alleg-
edly abducting a three-year-old 
boy near Chinnasalem in Ka-
l lakurichi  district .  T he 
Keezhkuppam police rescued 
the child in Salem within hours 
of  the incident and remanded 
the suspect in judicial custody 
on Wednesday.

According to the po-
lice, K Jayaprakash 
(36), a native of   Chin-
nasalem, runs a chick-
en shop at Kalasam-
u t h i r a m - K u r a l 
Junction. On Tuesday 
evening, his younger 
son, Rethushan (3), ac-
companied him to the shop. 
Around 6.30 pm, the boy went 
missing while playing near the 
shop.

While making inquiries 
about in the neighbourhood, 
Jayaprakesh learnt that a man 
identified as P Manikandan 
(26), a resident of  Virudhacha-
lam, had allegedly abducted the 
child. Manikandan had had tea 
at a nearby shop. On being 
alerted, police visited the spot 

and examined CCTV footage 
from the area, which showed 
Manikandan leaving with the 
child on a motorcycle driven by 
another person. According to 
police, the ride was unaware of  
alleged abduction and had giv-
en Manikandan a lift. Further, 
Manikandan had also borrowed 
his mobile phone to make a call 
before leaving with the child, 
police said.

By tracing the mo-
bile number, police lo-
cated the suspect in Sa-
lem. A police team 
from Keezhkuppam 
reached Salem, inter-
cepted the suspect and 
rescued the boy. The 
accused and the child 
w e r e  b r o u g h t  t o 

Keezhkuppam on Wednesday 
morning, and the boy was 
handed over to his parents.

The motive for abduction re-
mains under investigation. 
However, the police suspect 
that Manikandan abducted the 
child while under the influence 
of  alcohol. The police regis-
tered a case against him, pro-
duced before a court and re-
manded in judicial custody on 
Wednesday evening.

 SHARED VISION 
A Namassivayam Education Minister and Ambassador of France to India Dr 

Thierry Mathou during the MoU signing ceremony at Pensionnat de Jeunes Filles, 
Puducherry, on Thursday. The MoU aims to strengthen French language teaching in  
government schools, further deepening France-Puducherry cultural ties |  SRIRAM R

Experts inspecting Veeranam lake in Cuddalore district on Wednesday |  EXPRESS

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Cuddalore govt college holds PCOS awareness event
Cuddalore: The PCOS Society of India, in association with the Cuddalore 
Government Medical College and Hospital, organised an awareness 
programme on polycystic ovary syndrome (PCOS), a hormonal disorder 
commonly seen among young women, in Chidambaram on Thursday. 
Around 250 students from various colleges participated in the 
programme, which focused on PCOS. Cuddalore Government Medical 
College Dean N Basker who presided over the programme said 
consultation and services including weight management, regulation of 
menstrual cycles, treatment for hormone-related problems and fertility 
counselling were available at the Department of Obstetrics and 
Gynaecology at the Cuddalore Government Medical College and 
Hospital.  ENS
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Moblie No. 96461-55525
E-Tender Enq. No.7822/P-3/EMP-13457 dated: 14.10.2026
Dy.Chief Engineer / Headquarter (Procurement Cell-3), GGSSTP, Roopnagar 
invites E-Tender ID No. 2026_POWER_177480_1 for Procurement of  
empty oxygen gas cylinders for GGSSTP Rupnagar. For detailed NIT &  
Tender Specification please refer to https://eproc.punjab.gov.in from 
14.10.2026 / 05:00 PM onwards.

NOTE: Corrigendum & addendum, if any will be published online at 
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in
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